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THE COOLEST GOWNS FOR WINTER WEDDINGS

Maid to Measure: Cynthia Rowley Does Bridesmaid Dresses

SUGAR BUZZ! Desserts Get Downsized

War of the Registries (Who’s On Top?) > CITY-CHIC HONEYMOONS

and 75 of Chicago’s Sweetest Couples!  
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Adele Fabiano (adelefabiano. com) started her home studio business about two years ago after 
she couldn’t fi nd “that grand couture gown” for her own wedding in her price range—so she 
made one, natch. � ese days, the Art Institute grad works one-on-one with brides to create 
up to 10 diff erent sketches before deciding on the perfect, custom frock. ($1,800-$6,000) …
For an Oak Street experience with an über-personal touch, visit Belle Vie Bridal Couture for 
gowns by Giselle (giselle-couture. com). Designer Giselle Ghofrani specializes in transitional 
gowns—ones that go from big and glam for the ceremony to sexy and sophisticated for the 
reception (with genius removable skirts!). Ghofrani meets every bride at Belle Vie for fi ttings 
and can easily make any alteration or embellishment you like—her Gold Coast studio is just 
around the corner. ($700-$7,500) –Jaydine Sayer

Local Options Brides looking to be on a fi rst-name basis 
with their dress designer should check out these two local 
gals taking personal service to a whole new level

If you were a fan of luxe 
gifts and home wares 
shop Nymphenburg Store 

USA on Milwaukee Avenue, check out owner 
Mary Jeanne Kneen’s latest European décor digs 
in River North. Called Kneen & Co., the shop 
boasts a well-edited collection of high-end home 
and dining goods that includes crystal stemware 
by Lobmeyr, fl atware by James Robinson and 
the largest selection of Nymphenburg porcelain 
in North America. And now that the store has 
offi  cially launched its registry program, “setting” 
pretty is simple, too. 400 W. Erie St., Suite 503, 
312.787.7003, kneenandco. com. –E.H.

Can You Say “Grace?”

Want an emerald-cut diamond engagement ring 
à la Grace Kelly? Cartier’s “Set for You” service 
allows couples to choose from fi ve iconic setting 
styles to create an unforgettable sparkler in just a 
few weeks. Available at Cartier, 630 N. Michigan 
Ave., 312.266.7440, cartier.com. –P.W.

two new, exclusive labels creating a buzz: Ardour by Chloe & Reese and Ciarla… This spring and summer, dress designer Adele 
Wechsler partnered with Aveda (left) for a series of cross-country, eco-conscious events.  PLAN ON IT Birch Design Studio has moved to its new digs 
at 1117 N. Dearborn Pkwy.… Event design master Heffernan Morgan has merged with industry veterans Ronsley Special Events and Botanicals to create 
a powerhouse fl oral and event design company under the name HM Designs… Melissa Phillips of Simply Perfect by Melissa has launched  ...

 ...  

Left: Asymmetrically draped 

mesh organza and dutchess 

satin Tula dress by Giselle 

($2,500). Above: Tulle tiered 

mermaid gown with velvet 

trim by Adele Fabiano ($3,000).

Global Service 

plate by 

Nymphenburg and 

Alpha tumblers by 

Lobmeyr available 

at Kneen & Co.

Prince Rainier III and Grace Kelly in front of the 

Cartier Paris boutique on the Rue de la Paix.
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Truly Gifted

Gimme Sugar!
Delightful Pastries (delightfulpastries. com) 
now off ers delicious desserts—think tiramisu 
and marzipan beignets—at its new Old 
Town digs at 1710 N. Wells St.… � e recent 
Bucktown outpost of Oak Mill Bakery 
(oakmillbakery. com) at 2204 W. North Ave. 
boasts cake and cookie masterpieces… Sweet 
Mandy B’s (773.244.1174), the Lincoln 
Park bakery known for whimsical snacks like 
Creamsicle cupcakes and snickerdoodles, has 
expanded its storefront at 1208 W. Webster 

Ave.… Sprinkles Cupcakes (sprinkles. com) is striking the Gold Coast with its fi rst Chicago 
location at 50 E. Walton St.… Naperville’s Foiled Cupcakes ( foiledcupcakes. com) serves 20 fun 
fl avors, including Bananarama and Give Me S’Mores… truffl  e truffl  e (truffl  etruffl  e. com) has 
teamed up with Southport Grocery and Café for a super-sweet deal: a truffl  e that enrobes the 
classic white cupcake in a triumvirate of chocolate… Newcomer Panna Dolce (pannadolce. com) 
is a must-try for French macaroons. Co-owner Lauren Robin is happy to help brides color 
coordinate the two-bite sweets or customize a batch with your logo. –Margaret Mathis

S w e e t s  B e a t

A “wedding ring”-topped cupcake by Sprinkles.


